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What is your field of teaching?
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What do you think makes assessment 

innovative?
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Have you used  innovative methods for 

assessing student learning?
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What innovative methods have you 

used for assessing students learning? 
(project-based assessments / peer and/or self-

assessments / game-based assessments / other)
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Have you ever used formative 

assessment only? 
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Context
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What is the context?

▪ Graz University of Technology

▪ Languages, Key Competencies and In-House Training

▪ 50 language courses in seven different languages per semester

▪ Optional courses

▪ 2 semester hours

▪ 2 ECTS

▪ Between 24 to 30 participants

▪ Spanish for Engineers - Beginners (A1)

www.markus-kaiser.at
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Guiding questions for this concept

Isabel Landsiedler

Why?
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How can we increase motivation in language learning?

Do we need so much summative assessment at universities?

How can we prepare our students for life-long learning?
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Course Concept
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Students

motivation and reaching goals

needs and expectations

challenges of the subject

Learner types

Dail work

packages

on Moodle

Interactive 

teaching (online 

or in person)

Language learning groups

outside the course

Weekly learning portfolio

Self-correcting

exercises with QR-code

Individualized feedback

Audio tasks

on Moodle

Videos with explanations

and tasks

- audio feedback

- homework with

recommendations

- feedback by mail

- feedback in office

hours

Daily learning tipps

Additional offers on 

a voluntary basis

Continuous assessment

Quizzes made

from mistakes
Slides with explanations

Exercises for consolidation

Methods
Materials

Teaching and learning goals
Assessment
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- Change in assessment needed

- No summative assessment

New assessment

▪ Formative

▪ Several tasks with individualized feedback (audio, video, text)

▪ Learning portfolio (weekly)

▪ Self-assessment

▪ Language learning group (3 students, outside the course)

Isabel Landsiedler

Assessment
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pixabay.com

pixabay.com
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Example
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Tasks of a language group meeting

▪ Meetings of a small group (2-3 students)

▪ Duration 1,5 to 2 hours

▪ Dialogues, simulation activities, vocabulary activities, grammar repetition

▪ Mainly speaking and interaction

▪ Structured feedback from one group member

▪ Some kind of product: audio recording, video recording, mindmap, short 

text
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Example
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Example of a task

▪ Description

▪ clear  

▪ detailed to-dos

▪ support

▪ Expectations

▪ Feedback

▪ FAQs
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Example
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▪ Feedback

worked more

than expected

creative

ideas

fun

motivating

efficient

good results atmosphere

less stress
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Implementation
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Important points to consider

▪ Amount and variety of material

▪ Very clear and detailed guidelines

▪ Individualized feedback

▪ Time-consuming

▪ Right tools and materials

▪ Communication

▪ Prepare students for the change
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Challenges
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▪ Time

▪ Preparation

▪ Expectations of students

▪ Clear schedule

▪ Communication

▪ Technical facilities and tools

▪ More work for all

▪ Change in teaching and learning
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Disadvantages
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▪ Time-consuming

▪ Making concept clear

▪ Working with different expectations

▪ Autonomy can be challenging

▪ Keeping track

▪ Some students leave

▪ Marks more difficult

▪ Guiding the learning process is more challenging

▪ Small groups (maximoum of 30)
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Advantages
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▪ Motivation

▪ Results

▪ Student-centred

▪ Learning strategies

▪ Life-long learning

▪ Individual feedback

▪ No tests, no exams

▪ More flexibility

▪ Collaboration

▪ Less stress for students
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▪ Student-centredness increases motivation

▪ Small learning groups are very efficient

▪ Self-responsibility and learner autonomy must be guided (learning paths)

▪ Variety of learning materials is needed

▪ Individualized feedback increases efficiency, success and motivation

▪ Summative assessment is not needed

▪ Formative assessment increases motivation and success

▪ Guided collaboration leads to better learning outcomes

Isabel Landsiedler

Lessons Learnt
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Questions for discussions (teacher perspective)
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Lecturers

▪ Are you satisfied with your assessment system?

▪ Are your students satisfied with your assessment system?

▪ What is motivating assessment for you?

▪ How important is summative assessment in your teaching?

▪ Do we test too much at universities?

▪ Can you imagine using only formative assessment?

▪ Do we need marks in every setting? Can a ‘participated successfully’ be 
enough in certain contexts?

▪ Why should we change our assessment systems?



TU Graz 

SPRACHEN
Isabel Landsiedler

Questions for discussion (student perspective)
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Students

▪ How motivated are students in your courses?

▪ Do students feel your courses are tailored to their needs?

▪ How satisfied are your students with your assessment system?

▪ How satisfied are your students with the course content?

▪ How satisfied are your students with the course methodology?

▪ How much individual feedback do they get?

▪ Are they nervous before / afraid of tests/exams?
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Can you imagine using formative 

assessment in your teaching?
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Which problems do you see when 

using formative assessment?
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Do we use too much summative 

assessment in higher education?
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Would you like to share some new ideas 

for improving assessment practice?
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