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7 UNIVERSITIES

TEAM UP TO ENABLE 
CHANGE



15+ EXPERTS

FROM THE 
ACADEMIC FIELD



1000+ STUDENTS

ACCOMPANIED ON 
THEIR JOURNEY TO 

BECOMING 
CHANGEMAKERS



165 PROJECTS

START-UPS & 
SERVICE LEARNING 

PROJECTS REALIZED



100+ PARTNERS

INVOLVED:
COMPANIES, PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION, 

NGOS, CIVIC SOCIETY



17 SDGS

A BROAD VARIETY OF 
START-UPS & 

PROJECTS TACKLING 
DIFFERENT SDGS



ENTRE-
PRENEURSHIP



INTRA-
PRENEURSHIP



INTER-
DISCIPLINARY
TEAMWORK



CHANGEMAKER
NETWORK



CREATIVITY



INNOVATION



FRIENDSHIP & 
PERSONAL 
GROWTH



START-UP

Developing a carbon 
capture system using 

microalgae.



SERVICE 
LEARNING 
PROJECT

Climate protection 
potential of the 

construction industry.



START-UP

Adding value to your 
community.



SERVICE 
LEARNING 
PROJECT

A transcultural
climate dialogue.



BE PART OF 
THE CHANGE

The Sustainability Challenge is funded 
by the Austrian Development Agency.





SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 
OF 
UNIVERSITIES

• Universities as actors in tackling the major tasks of the future, not only in 
theory but also in practice

• Encouraging and qualifying graduates to take on civic responsibility
• Various forms of social commitment 

→ Service Learning

“Service, combined with learning, 

adds value to each and transforms both” 
in Principles of Good Practice in Combining Service and Learning, Honnet & Poulsen, 1989,



SERVICE 
LEARNING

• U.S. practitioners began linking academic learning and community 
action

• Pedagogical principle: individuals learn by combining thought and 
action, reflection and practice, theory and application

• Term "service learning" first used in 1967 in the U.S. by Bill Ramsey 
and Bob Sigmon (Southern Regional Education Board)

• In 1990, service learning was defined as a method in the U.S. National 
and Community Service Act

• Active participation of learners

• Takes into account the needs of the community/society

• Promotes civic responsibility

• Integration into curricula as well as structured time to reflect on 
the experience



SERVICE 
LEARNING

STUDENTS

COMMUNITY 
/ EXTERNAL 
PARTNERS

UNIVERSITY / 
TEACHERS

PRINCIPLES

HOLISTIC APPROACH
RECIPROCITY

PARTNERSHIP APPROACH &
WILLINGNESS TO LEARN (WITH & 
FROM EACH OTHER)

EXCHANGE OF KNOWLEDGE, 
EXPERIENCE & RESOURCES

REFLEXION



SERVICE 
LEARNING

Europe's largest cross-university, transdisciplinary 
service learning & start-up teaching event, focusing on 
the Sustainable Development Goals.



trans-
disciplinary

cross-
institutional

SCIENCE SOCIETY

Start-up
Track
students 

implement their 
own business idea

Service 
Learning

Track
learning by giving 

service to the 
community

7
UNIVERSITIES

1
UNIVERSITY 

COURSE

2
TRACKS



SERVICE 
LEARNING
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